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Education in Exile: A Personal Story

REh AR PR AR TS

Tenzin Yewong

Like values that you learn culturally, I don’ t
remember when exactly did this understanding dawn on
me but what I do remember is this: from a very young
age, we as Tibetans were taught that the purpose of our
education was not only to better one’ s individual life,
it was also for our country’ s struggle for truth and
justice.

Decades before I was born, when the Dalai Lama
had to flee Tibet and seek refugee in India, one of his
first realization was that we lacked modern education
in Tibet. Thus, the story goes that before he could start
rebuilding monasteries, he ensured that the young seeds
of Tibet get proper education in not only modern science
and humanities but also a sound upbringing in one’ s
own tradition and culture. This is how many of the
Tibetan schools in India, Nepal and Bhutan was built.
The importance placed on education has not changed
over years; indeed, Tibetans have continued to look to
education as one of the most sustaining way to continue
our struggle and to move our society into modern age.

1 was very much a product of these values. All
my life, until 10th grade, I went to Tibetan schools in
India, where I was not only taught English, Science, and
Social studies but also Tibetan history, grammar and
religion. Most of the Tibetan schools, particularly TCV
(Tibetan Children Village School) has students from
Tibet, sent by family members who believed that it 1s in
exile that they will be able to learn more about Tibetan
culture and form a Tibetan 1dentity. As such, majority of
the students are boarders, meaning on top of studying,
they also live at the school. To give you a daily idea of
what a life in Tibetan Children Village School is like,
we usually start our day around 5:30 or 6 am in the
morning. Each student will have different duties such

as cooking, cleaning the houses that they live in. After

—EfELZEE A SR

breakfast, there will be Morning Prayer, assembly, six
classes with lunch break and then back to some chores
and prayer, study hour and going to bed. The functioning
of the school often depends upon the generosity and
goodwill of sponsors from abroad.

Although the facilities in our schools might not
match up to high standards, but as far as I remember,
both the students and the teachers are extremely driven
in their willingness to learn and move ahead. The
staffs in the world regularly advise and guide us on the
importance of education to Tibetan society and would
encourage us to work hard. The students, especially
those who come from Tibet are also very hardworking
because they have already sacrificed so much to cross
the Himalayas and come to India to study. As a Tibetan
growing up in India, my peers  stories were always a
tremendous inspiration for me. Everyone in the school,
from our staffs to teachers to students, everyone was
driven by the goal to contribute to our society and
struggle and therefore, this goal created a strong sense of
solidarity and unity in our community.

I was a carefree child during my elementary years.
However, as I grew up among students from Tibet, I also
started to take my education more seriously. I started
putting efforts in not only learning about Western world
but also to seize the opportunity to study Tibetan. My
efforts in education paid off when I passed a selection
exam for a scholarship to complete my high school in
Wales, UK. I studied in United World College of the
Atlantic for two years and currently; I am a junior at
Wellesley College, USA.

Education has taken me far from my hometown
Dharamshala but I always hope and pray that one day, I
will be able to use what I have learned and contribute to

the needs of our society at small and the world at large.
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